
           

An AMA Gold Club 

 

Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going 
to be taking over as the newsletter editor.  I will 
admit I am terrible with names, so if I get your 
name wrong in the newsletter I apologize 
beforehand.  If I get other facts wrong, I 
apologize.  If you send me an email or hand me a 
note on any corrections, I will be glad to get it into 
the next newsletter.  Besides, that will help me to 
take up space in the newsletter also.     You can 
contact me at jlawyer41@att.net or 765-918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone 
for the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 3 - Monthly club meeting 7:00 at Club 
Field 

October 13 - Fall Float Fly at Avon Park. 9AM-3PM 

November 7 - Monthly club meeting 7:00 at Club 
Field 

December 5 - December meeting and Christmas dinner 

  

 

 

September 2018 Meeting Minutes 
Recorded by Tom Carlyle, Secretary 
The September 2018 club meeting was held on 
September 5, 2018 at the Flying Field Clubhouse.  
President Rege Hall called the meeting to order at 

mailto:jlawyer41@att.net


7:30 PM.  Approximately 23 members were in 
attendance. 
 
President's Report  
 Rege thanked everyone for helping with the 

fundraiser; thanks to everyone’s efforts, we 
were able to raise over $12,000 and donate it 
to the Hoosier Veterans Assistance 
Foundation of Indiana.  He also thanked those 
who helped with the Warrior Day at AMA on 
September 1st.  AMA only had about 20 
veterans show up for the event, but they all 
seemed to have a great time. 

 Weekend of September 14-16 is the AMA 
Foundation Fly In. This is a fundraiser for the 
AMA Foundation.  This is a 3-day event, 
starting on Friday at 10 a.m., and ending at 
noon on Sunday.  Pilot registration fee is $40, 
which includes a dinner on Saturday and a 
swag bag.  Raffles will also be held. 

 Also, that same weekend will be a Wright 
Flyer Fly In and swap shop near New Castle 
and the Bartholomew County RC Flyers 
Warbird Fly In.  Details can be found on 
AMA’s website.  
 

Vice President's Report  
 No report. 
 
Treasurer's Report  
 No report. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Field Marshall’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Safety Coordinator's Report  
 No report. 
 
New Members/Visitors 
 David Siddons, along with his son, are new 

members.  
 
Old Business 
 No old business. 

 
New Business 
 The December meeting will be our Christmas 

Party. It will be held on Wednesday, 
December 5th; it will be a pitch-in dinner (club 
providing the meat and drinks) at the 
Methodist Church in Danville, IN.  More details 
to come. 

 There will be a club float fly at the Avon Town 
Hall Park on October 13, 2018.  The event will 
start at 9:00 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m.  All 
activities at the park will need to stop at 6:00 
p.m.  There is a portable dock stored at the 
park that is used by the boat club.  We will 
look it over and see if it will help us launch our 
planes.  We will be able to drive back to the 
lake, but all vehicles must stay in place for 
duration of the event.  Pedestrians will have 
the right-of-way at all times.  A Port-O-Let has 
been offered.   

 We will hold an Adopt-a-Highway trash pickup 
in October; we’ll schedule it in early October. 

 
Show and Tell 
 Scott Black brought a small handmade quilt 

with RC wheels and a prop on it.  It was made 
by a lady who Scott did some work for and 
after her husband passed away, she wanted 
to give it to us.  We voted to hang it on the wall 
in the clubhouse. 
 

With no further club business, the meeting was 
adjourned.   
 
The October club meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, October 3rd.  The meeting will be 
held at the Flying Field Clubhouse and will begin 
at 7:00 PM.  Please note the change in start time. 
 
One last reminder, please support your local 
hobby stores.  Special thanks go out HobbyTown 
USA in Castleton for extending a discount to our 
club for our monthly and year end raffle prizes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 
-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the 
frequency board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please 
pick it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 
-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, 
we are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for 
the mowers. 
 
 
 
Notes from Rege Hall 
 
John, 
  
Not sure when you will do the newsletter, couple 
items: 
  

1)       Please contact your congressman and 
senators, The House FAA Reauthorization bill 
includes a 400' altitude limit mandate. As you 
know, this would be very damaging to  rc 
modeling.   We need to make our voices heard 
on this issue.   Urge them to Vote No on the 
FAA Reauthorization.  You should have 
received a message from AMA. 
2)      We are going to start our December 
“Hats, mittens , gloves and scarves” collection 
early this year.  Please start bring these items to 
the October meeting as the Shared Blessings 
food pantry wants to be ready for chances of 
early winter.  Remember, they support us by 
allowing us to host our December meeting at 
no cost. 
3)      Simple plan storage:  Using PVC in the 
shape depicted in the attached photo, you will 

be surprised how easy it is to hang aircraft from 
the ceiling or wall.  Uses 4 @ 90 degree 
elbows, 2 45 degree elbows and about 3 feet of 
PVC, depending on the size you want.  I have 
also stored fuselages only on these hangars 
with success. 

  
 

 
Regards, 
Rege Hall 
 
 
Club Website Swap Shop 
 
Just a reminder to check out the Swap Shop on the club 
website.   There are some good deals there.   Here is a 
new one just in time for the Fall Float fly. 
Flyzone Seawind, perfect for Avon float fly (coming soon!). 
Retracts, flaps etc, works great. $125 pnp, $150 w/ genuine 
spektrum 6 channel (uses 3s 2100mah), contact Jon 
Dieringer. 
 

 



 
 
Email from Scott Black 
Hello John, 
 
John Louden and I attended the "Friends of the 
Foundation Fun Fly" last weekend on 9/15.  It was 
a benefit event for the AMA Foundation up at the 
International Modeling Center in Muncie.  It was a 
LOT of fun and they treated us like kings.  Great 
food, raffle prizes and some really interesting 
aircraft!  This was the very first year.  They and 
we expect it will grow. 
 
I've attached a few photos you might like for the 
newsletter.   
 
Thanks, 
 
Scott Black 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
AMA Letter Campaign Request On FAA 
Reauthorazation Act of 2018 
 
Dear members,  
  
Contact Congress today and tell them to vote NO on the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2018, which can be read here. This bill 
is the result of closed-door negotiations between leadership 
of the House and Senate and includes significant 
modifications to the Special Rule for Model Aircraft, also 
known as Section 336. While some of the changes are 
positive, and include provisions that AMA has championed, 
overall the bill is problematic.  

http://send.modelaircraft.org/link.cfm?r=4nTmqf9Qq5WkRHMKk4i10Q%7E%7E&pe=_Kl4M3PiluQcrhSSXYD3E1GkqMtGFW2DKuE0S_Oy2B0Fpxqxp2BnZuWLoJyZm3ltu2LlQFJn_5oh4WaJQu3Uig%7E%7E&t=INSERT_TRACKING_ENCID


  
Model aviation hobbyists have been flying safely in the skies 
since before the FAA was even created. We’re not the 
problem. Yet, this bill will deal a devastating blow to our 
hobby and the many local communities, charities and 
educational programs we support.  
  

Given these additional, burdensome restrictions, we are 
asking AMA members to contact their members of Congress 

to express opposition to the bill, by clicking here.  
  

As written, this bill puts our community under the authority of 
the FAA, which means the agency can, at any time, impose 
additional regulations on model aircraft. In addition, the bill 
specifically imposes a 400’ altitude limit on model aircraft 
operating within the programming of a community-based 
organization (CBO), which will curtail long-standing AMA 
competitions and events that support local charities and non-
profits. These and other changes will make it even more 
difficult to fly and will stifle the broader benefits of model 
aviation to STEM education and the broader aviation 
community.   
  
It is important for you to know that this bill has not yet been 
voted into law. This is a critical moment and Congress needs 
to hear from our members on the harm this bill would do to 
our safe, long-standing hobby.    
  

  
Click here to make your voice heard by contacting your 

elected representatives today.  
  

Regardless of the outcome of the reauthorization process, 
AMA will continue to work with Congress and the FAA to fight 
for relief from onerous regulations for our members. 
  
After you write Congress please encourage others to do the 
same by forwarding this email, this YouTube video, 
and sharing modelaircraft.org/gov .  
  
Thank You, 
AMA Government Relations 
 
 
 

H.R. 302 vs Section 336 
Breakdown. FAA 
Reauthorization Act 2018 
Dear members, 

As you may have heard, Congress recently released a new 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reauthorization bill, the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2018. This bill is the result of closed-door 
negotiations between leadership of the House and Senate and 
includes significant modifications to the Special Rule for Model 
Aircraft, also known as Section 336. While some of the changes 
are positive, and include provisions that AMA has championed, 
other changes would land a devastating blow to competitions and 

disciplines that have operated safely in our hobby for decades. 
Overall, the new recreational regulations will put even more 
restrictions on our community in the coming months and years. 

The entire FAA Reauthorization can be read HERE (Model 
Aircraft/UAS regulations found in section 349 on page 282).  We 
have also provided a breakdown of current Section 336 
regulations versus the new Section 349 regulations. 
It’s important to remember that this bill has not yet been signed into 

law, we encourage everyone to take action by contacting Congress 
and urging them to vote “NO” on FAA Reauthorization  

  

Current Public Law 112-95 Section 336 
 the aircraft is flown strictly for hobby or recreational 

use; 
 the aircraft is operated in accordance with a 

community- based set of safety guidelines and within 
the programming of a nationwide community-based 
organization; 

 the aircraft is limited to not more than 55 pounds 
unless otherwise certified through a design, 
construction, inspection, flight test, and operational 
safety program administered by a community-based 
organization (See AMAs Safety Programing for full list 
of current requirements); 

 the aircraft is operated in a manner that does not 
interfere with and gives way to any manned aircraft; 
and 

 when flown within 5 miles of an airport, the operator of 
the aircraft provides the airport operator and the 
airport air traffic control tower (when an air traffic 
facility is located at the airport) with prior notice of the 
operation (model aircraft operators flying from a 
permanent location within 5 miles of an airport should 
establish a mutually-agreed upon operating procedure 
with the airport operator and the airport air traffic 
control tower (when an air traffic facility is located at 
the airport)) 

Changes in Proposed Law H.R. 302 Section 349 
 There is no longer a 5-mile airport notification 

requirement (see new authorization requirements 
below). 

 There are no requirements to notify or seek 
authorization in Class G airspace, however flights in 
Class G airspace will be restricted to 400 feet. 

 In Class B, C, D, and E airspace, recreational users 
must obtain authorization from the FAA or a designee 
(most likely an FAA LAANC app), unless operating 
from a fixed flying site.  If flying from a flying field in 
classes B, C, D, or E, the site may be permitted to fly 
above 400 feet above ground level if the ATC 
approves. 

 In class B, C, D, and E, AMA must share our flying site 
locations to the FAA. 

 In class B, C, D, and E, flying sites shall establish a 
mutually agreed upon procedures with the Air Traffic 
Control (ATC). 

 Large Model Aircraft (weighing more than 55 lbs.) 
operations are restricted to fixed flying sites. 

 Creates criteria for the FAA to determine what/who 
meets the criteria of a CBO. 

 Gives CBOs a stronger role in shaping future 
regulations, training/testing, and consulting the FAA. 

 CBOs shall coordinate with the FAA on safety 
programming. 

 Gives FAA the authority to implement remote 
identification, but it isn’t prescriptive. This bill does not 
currently mandate remote ID equipage, beacons, or 
other specifics. 

http://send.modelaircraft.org/link.cfm?r=4nTmqf9Qq5WkRHMKk4i10Q%7E%7E&pe=DaipASHubIcz1QR1Jdp0IZoQVLRxrLpZLc7fXd3tzKjPwKVsifM4msODd8VWADfQoLFtJCMG717XBbJrXrRt2Q%7E%7E&t=INSERT_TRACKING_ENCID
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 Everyone must take an aeronautical knowledge and 
safety test, but AMA can administer the test to its 
members. 

 Clarifies that FPV operations are permitted within AMA 
programing. 

Given these additional, burdensome restrictions, we are asking AMA 
members to contact their members of Congress to express opposition 

to the bill, by clicking here. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 
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